
One Breeder’s Love 
of the Newfoundland Pony
It was an article in Canadian Geographic in 1998 about the near extinction 
of the Newfoundland Pony that inspired Kim Stoppa of Cobden, Ontario 
to do something.

Island Moors
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expanded, so did my breeding program,”
Stoppa added. She has since increased her
breeding herd to 7 mares and 2 stallions.
Her second stallion is from the ‘Black
Brandy’ line.

When the Newfoundland Pony Society
was establishing the official Registry of
Newfoundland Ponies, they identified
what is referred to as the “foundation stal-
lions.” There were 20 foundation stallions
identified before the registry was closed.
All ponies in the registry must be traceable
to one of those lines. Prince Tamarack is
one of those foundation stallions.

One of the biggest challenges facing breed-
ers is distance. The small number of exist-
ing Newfoundland Ponies is vastly spread
out across Canada and the northern 
U.S. Whether it’s for buying, selling or
breeding, shipping is extremely expensive,
so it creates barriers for breeding and for
people wanting to purchase ponies. 

Kim Stoppa can be reached
at kimstoppa@gmail.com  

“I wanted to help revive the breed,” she
said. She started by tracking down New-
foundland Pony owners in Ontario. In
2002, she came across Deerfield Farm in
Burlington, Ontario and reached out to
the owners, Diana Royce and Mike Cam-
den. “Diana and Mike were wonderful
and eager to share their pony knowledge.
It was on that trip that I met 4-year-old
Newfoundland Pony, Island Moors Belle
#415, and purchased her. The rest as they
say is history,” said Stoppa.

Belle was born in Newfoundland. Mike 
and Diana purchased her and moved her
to Ontario when she was a foal. Being of
breeding age when Stoppa bought her, it
gave her the prime opportunity to get in-
volved in breeding. Stoppa says that over
the years her passion for Newfoundland
Ponies has grown, along with her herd. She
has bred over 40 foals; 10 came from Belle!

“In the beginning I was interested in reviv-
ing the breed, not specific blood lines.
Belle is from the ‘Prince Tamarack’ line.
As my research of the blood lines 


